ESSAY II.

THE SUEZ CANAL IN INTERNATIONAL LAW.

THE Suez Canal has been the subject of a vast amount
of literature in almost every European language since
M. Ferdinand de Lesseps obtained, in 1854, his first
Concession from the Khedive, Said. But though its
engineering difficulties and triumphs, its importance to
trade, its political effects, its financial position, and its
future regulation have been discussed by countless
writers; Very few have set themselves seriously to con-
sider what is its exact position in International Law/
And yet the question whether any of the rules that are
generally accepted by nations as binding in their mutual
intercourse apply to it, and if so, what they are, what
rights they confer, and what duties they impose, is surely,
one which has an important bearing upon a great many
of the controversies with regard to it. It is not difficult
to demolish the contention of M. de Lesseps that the
canal is already neutralized. This theory rests upon a
single phrase in a single article of the Khedive's Con-
cession of 1856; and it involves the doctrine that the
government of a country can at its pleasure declare a
portion of its territory neutral, and thus of its own proper